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������������	�����Tent stove safety
Tent f i res remain a cr i t ical

safety concern during operations
in cold weather, according to
Task Force Eagle safety officials.

Dur ing current  operat ions,
there have been seven tent fires.
Seventy percent were attributed
to improper refueling and main-
tenance operations. The follow-
ing countermeasures will reduce
the r isk of soldiers becoming
stove fire victims.

Countermeasures:
• Ensure soldiers have been

trained on stove and heater op-
eration.

• Assemble and operate stoves
according to the technical man-
ual or operating instructions.

• Never refuel a stove in oper-
ation or when hot. Thirty minutes
of cooling down is required.

• Never refuel a stove inside a
tent or building.

• If you spill fuel while refuel-
ing the stove, clean it up and dis-
pose of the cleaning material in
a nonflammable container away
from the tent.

• Ensure an operational fire ex-
tinguisher is on hand. Inspect
serviceability prior to initiating
re fue l ing .  Two 15-pound dry
chemical extinguishers are rec-
ommended. Put them by the ex-
its so they won’t be engulfed in
the f i re. Check the f i re ext in-
guishers periodical ly to make
sure they are charged and in
working order.

• If soldiers choose to sleep in
the tent while a stove or heater
is turned on, a fire guard is re-
quired.

• Make sure you are using the
correct fuel for whatever type of
stove you are using.

• Repair leaking fuel lines im-
mediately.

Optometry services
The 30th Medical Brigade has

opened an optometry clinic in the
Tuzla Valley. The clinic is locat-
ed on Camp Rumbaugh, in the
rock quarry.

Hours of operation are 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., seven days a week. The
clinic offers full service eye and
vision care, ranging from eye ex-
ams to ordering of new glasses
and protective mask inserts.

Anyone needing optometry ser-
vices can walk into the clinic or call
them at MSE 558-5031/5012.
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Smiley’s club at BOB Kime offers respite for troops
By Sgt. KELLY C. FISCHER
358th MPAD

Bodybuilder pumps up muscles, confidence
PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK
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Spc. William Hall

Spc. Kai Jackson trains at the Lukavac gym.

By Spc. WILLIAM HALL
203rd MPAD
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Only a few weeks ago, Navy Airman Vla-
da Musicki was at sea level working on Sea
Stallion helicopters at Sigonella, Sicily. Now,
Musicki is perched high above Bosnia on Hill
No. 722 working as a translator for the 501st
Military Intelligence Battalion.

�When the war here escalated, I had a
good idea I�d eventually end up here,
though I didn�t think it would be with the
army,� said Musicki, a 23-year-old St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla. native.

Trained in helicopter repair, Musicki is
part of the Navy�s Heavy Combat 4 �Black
Stallions� stationed at Sigonella. Once the
Navy learned of his ability to speak Ser-
bo-Croatian he was given a language test,
and after scoring well on the test, Musicki
was attached to the 501st and relocated
to Hill No. 722. The hill is called �Golo
Brdo� by locals, which translated means
�the naked hilltop.�

�I didn�t know what was in store for me,�
said Musicki about his future working with
the Army in his first joint exercise.

A first generation American with Ser-
bian ancestry, Musicki still has family liv-
ing in the former Yugoslavia, and though
his family is aware of his presence here, he
has not yet had the chance to visit them.
While growing up in the United States,
Musicki frequently visited family in the

Balkans, spending a total of about three
years in the former Yugoslavia.

Aside from his job as a helicopter me-
chanic and his current role as a translator,
Musicki�s ultimate goal is to be accepted
into the Navy�s SEAL program.

�I just want to see if I�ve got what it
takes,� Musicki said.

Navy airman supports Army as translator
By Spc. RICK ROTH
29th MPAD

Having served almost three years with
the Navy, Musicki sees his current posi-
tion as a military intelligence translator as
a career step in the right direction.

�It�s a team effort up here,� said Music-
ki, the only sailor on Hill No. 722. �We�re
all part of the U.S. Armed Forces and we�re
just out here to do our job.�

Spc. Rick Roth

Navy airman Vlada Musicki, a native Yugoslavian, chats with Bosnian children.

West again spoke of the Army's
commitment to Operation
JOINT ENDEAVOR. He also
reiterated that U.S. forces de-
ployed to Bosnia-Herzegovina
are still on a 1-year timeline.

"What we are doing is what
we should be doing and we are
doing it well and doing it appro-
priately," West said, defending
the  country's role in the mission.

"In the end, our soldiers will
leave with the feeling that they
made a difference," he said.

West said he felt welcomed by
the troops in Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na. "I'm always excited when I
get to be with soldiers ... their
morale lifts my morale," he said.

The Secretary assured troops
that America is behind them. "Ev-
ery one of these soldiers is having
an experience of a lifetime that will
be with them all of their lives," he
said. "And when they think back
... I need for all my soldiers to re-
alize that � despite the cold, the
hardship and the mud � there
was never a doubt for a single hour
of a single day that they didn't
have the complete support of the
American people."

West , from page 1

Army Secretary Togo D. West Jr. (right) and Col. Robert G. Shields, 130th Engineer
Brigade commander, cross the famous pontoon bridge over the Sava River.

Spc. Rick Roth


